MOHAMMED   AND- CHARLEMAGNE
interest affords further evidence of the economic regression pro-
duced by the closing of the sea.
Let no one imagine that the Musulmans of Africa and Spain,
or even of Syria, could have taken the place of the former mer-
chants of the Byzantine Levant. At first the Musulmans and the
Christians were permanently at war. They had no notion of
trading, but only of pillaging. The documents do not mention a
single Musulnian as established in Gaul or Italy. It- is a proven
fact that the Musulman traders did not instal themselves beyond
the frontiers of Islam. If they did trade, they did so among them-
selves. We do not find a single indication, after the conquest, of
any traffic between Africa and the Christians, with the already
mentioned exception of the Christians of Southern Italy. But there
is no sign of any traffic with the Christians of the Provencal coast.
Under these circumstances the only persons who were still
engaged in commerce were the Jews. They were numerous every-
where. The Arabs neither drove them out nor massacred them,
and the Christians had not changed their attitude to them. They
therefore constituted the only class to make its living by trading.
At the same time, thanks to the contacts which they maintained
among themselves, they constituted the only economic link which
survived between Islam and Christendom, or, one may say, between
East and West.
3. Venice and Byzantium
It may be said that the Islamic invasion was as decisive for the
East as for the West of Europe. Before this invasion the Emperor
of Constantinople was still the Roman Emperor. The policy of
Justinian in this respect is characteristic: he claimed that the entire
Mediterranean was subject to the Imperial authority. After the
invasion, on the contrary, the Emperor was reduced to the defensive
in Greek waters, until in the nth century he appealed to the West
for assistance, Islam immobilized and engrossed him. Here we
have the whole explanation of his policy. Henceforth the Occident
* was closed to him.
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